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Mardi 25,2017 :ised1.7)

Seth Narnan, Chair
Trinirv Management Council
co Trinity Rix-er Restoration Procram
PU. Box 1300
Weaverville, CA 96093

Dear Mr. Naman:

The Trinity Adaptive Management \Vorkinc Group (CAMWG I met on March 21, 2(117 in
Weaverville. This letter serves to prorde von with a summary of that meeting with our resulting
p011ev and management reconnnendan:ons. as requited by TAMWO’s

The T.AMWG received public eom.men:ts from Lewiston landowner Da.ve Weliock on a letter b.c
sent to TAMWG regarding the water level that was let out of the dams and th.e amount of fish
returned. He said he was still contlised by the response about the tributaries being high, high
water evels. or malfunction oF the dam rducs. i-ic also did not act a ci:rect answer on the fish
returns hut was told that they let a lot otvoutra fish out. [Jo aV o-cc’nnncned tn the TAMWG
bylaws and on die makeup of the tucmber:, 1-ic did not see repfe..ctirrttit fOr agriculture water

usets. timber, ranchers, or those with water nods,

Joe Polos, DFO, said that the TAMWG d.id h.avc agricui.turc represen.t.a.ti.ves but they recently
resigned and new representatives are being. retted in Washington DC. He would like to talk with
V/chock about getting names for represen tatters from other cvnLm Oar ‘I’AM\VG membership.

John Letton from Indian Creek Lodge corninented that he appeuted am a ‘[N-IC meeting about a
year ago about changes made in the increascd flows in the spr no’ without notiing business such
as .his, He expressed h.is gratitude fOr the Program for addressing th.at. 1-ic noted. a new rumor
about in.creased flows for safety of darn releases and just this rumor started cancellations at his
lodee. H..e asked that the Program be aware of the ripple effects or comments such as they are
dunking about increased releases.

Ken Lindke Envitonmerital Scientist with C Of XV rros tOed ri1r:.u:n Hal: runans or the
Kiamath entire hasii were just ow r 27,000 fail Qii.nook, with just u.i.ider 7,000 of these t.o the
Tririhy basin excludin.g the hatehers the- h.atc.h.ery h.ad an. additioas.i 1500 Chin.ook. returns.
These were the lowest returns on record since 1.978 when reco.rd kee.pi.ng was started. It is only
the fortrth time that sprino Chinook outmrnsbcred fOil Chin.ook. tire other times were in 1990,
1993 aad 2002 because of the Low-cr KLur.O rish kt;i. Three- tl:crrau’-c., nems’ cornidered by
the Pacific Ftshc—ries Ni na emertt 7 mmcii :.t.i tivoir-c the losu:--: sf sit -ocean fishing Oar
Kianiath mana.oement zone: twoo (these alte-n:stives hrnit rn—ocr ecrosr:.I:ai har.est to
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T4MWG AIeetin.cr Summary & Rccommc,;darions March 2.1. 2016

approximately 125 adults, the third alternative ism close recreational fis.hing in the river,
:\iiothet’ idea is have a jack—only d;,nec: tThos data is cii the Pacihe F bears Manauement
Council website.

DF:O Joe Polos reported that the T.A.MWG cl.mrter was renewed in December 2016. He reported
that a couple of auenda items did.n ‘t make it into t.he Federal Register because the lead ti.mes to

provide notice have been extended due to the new Administration

The TAMWG unanmouslv elected Tom MAceN’ as Chairman aid Darron Ntierau as Vice—
Chairman.

Executive Director Caryn Huntt gave the Executive Di.rector’s rev ire

Science Coordinator Jenny Norris gave the science update and wrrt tsroup undates.

implementation Branch Chief Mike Dixon gave the implementation update.

TMC Chair Seth Nainan gave a report front the TMC.

During discussion of the Solicitation for Pie Refinements to the T mdv River Restoration
Program. TAMWG member Paul [lauser ot iruiny PUD commcnced char the CVP power users
pay a signiflcant portion of th.e Bureau of R.eciamation’s CVP budget. The costs of en.ergy from
the CVP are higher than openi.narket costs due to renewable energy. The power users are cutting
their budget payments to the region to march those that thee world pay on the open market. The
power users may renew their contracts m 2024 for another 20 years but they can go to the open
market for their energy. They don’t sac the sense o paying the additional costs it’ there are no
benefits to fish. Without some major reform or cost reductions, the power users stand to walk
away and this will be a major loss for the Central Va.lley Project, an.d Hauser dd not think: the
Bureau of Reclamation has a way to reph-re tile hands via increased appropriations. He said that
CVP power users art cutting panients to the (‘VP b’s £3 miilon 2020. 57 million tu 202! and
$16 million in 2622. He said the power eostcmers cannot dcctate ‘there Reclamation will make
the cuts but iris possible that restoration program budgets such as loony may go down as a
result, Hauser also noted that Trinity and Lewiston dam releases of 3600 cfs maximize power
generation.

Andreas Krause, Vurok Tribe, arid coordi a atorto the Flow Win k-noun cave a slide presentation
on the alternatives for the 2017 flow schedule for wet and e’.tremcl* errs’ water years. The water
year is likely to be one or the other.

Jenny Norris, Science Program Coordinarr;r presented an overview on the; Adaptive Manaement
Framework.

Dave Gaeerm.an, staff’ hydrologist preseitceal the. ration.ale and altc-rr,auves for gravel augmentation
(hr wet and extremely wet water ye•ars.

The TAMWG discussed Upeornine ;;.cend;; iceros, thu the IOtA neetiuc hdai’ch 2’—2’s.
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TAMWG Meeting Summary & Recommendations March 21, 2016

The TAMWG passed the following motions:

Kelli Gant made a motion to acctpt the l)ecember meeting minutes with the minor
edits submitted by Joe Poles.

Ed Duggan seconded the motion,

The motion passed unanimously.

Mike McCarthy nominated Toni Stokely as chair of the TAMWG.

Ed Duggan seconded the nomination.

The nomination passed unanimously by voice vote.

Ed Duggan nominated Darren Mkr3u as Vice Chair of TAMWG.
Paul Catanese seconded the nomination.

The nomination passed unanimously by voice vote.

Paul Hauser made a motion that the ftC have the science solicitation proposal be
sent to TAMWG.

Rich Lorent seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously.

Tom Stolcely made a motion that the TMC cancel the funding for the “Proposal to
Address Refinements Trinity River Restoration Program,” unless or until the
TMC adopts the following into their bylaws as recuinniended by the 2008
Trinity River Situation Assessment Report by CDR Associates (pages 26 and
27):’

1. ShIft the voting process from a supermajority to a simple majority.

2. Require a TMC member with a specific programmsic or financial interest
in that outcome of a decision by that body to recuse themselves from voting
on that issue.

3. Enlarge the number of voting members on the TMC to provide for a
representation of a broader number o( interests, and to Increase the number
of disinterested parties who could vote on programmatic or financial Issues
where other ThIC ntembct-s have direct interest. This could involve adding
some other government entitles (the Bureau of Land Management, the
Natural Resources Management Agency, or Llimiboidt County) or some
members of TAMWG. If members of TAMWG were added to the TMC,
consideration should be given to dissolving TAMWG, as it functions would
probably be duplicative to the newly constituted T%IC.

See httpJJod.psrrp.netJData/DocurnentsjDetaiisa.sJdqcttrnunt=ZZ96
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T4MWG Meeting Summary & Recommendations March 2!, 2016

The TAMWG believes that spending up to $250,000 on a the proposed “Refl,ements”
contract would be * total waste of money because the TMC is clearly unable to reform
Itself. The 2008 Trinity River Situation Assessment Report contains numerous suggestions,
but the above suggestions point out the core problems with the TMC.

The self-dealing nature of the TMC whereby mcmber entitles can vote on their own
funding and block motions to do otherwise because of sctpermajority voting rules is
Inherently corrupt. The TMC consistently rejects many of the TAMWG’s
recommendations and doesn’t even give the TAMWG Chair a vote on the TMC, leading to
tremendous frustration by TAMWG members. The TAMWG favors dissolving the
TAMWG and merging It with the TMC, similar to the old Trinity River Task Force. It Is
duplicative and wasteful for staff and other participants to have two different groups
discussing the samc Issues.

It Is unreasonable to think that spending a quarter of a million dollars on a new report will
result In any new Information that has not already been considered and rejected by the
TMC. The TAMWG has consistently made recommendations to end the self-dealing
nature of the TMC since 2007 to no avail.2We see no reason why spending more money on
this obvious problem will make any difference.

An Intelligent contractor could simply put a cover sheet on the Trinity River Situation
Assessment Report and/or reword the suggestions. As long as the TMC Is unwilling and
unable to reform Its self-dealing nature and allow stakebolders full participation, the
proposed contract to “reflne’ the Trinity River Restoration Program is a total waste of
precious funds that could be better used for on-the-ground restoration.

Paul Hauser seconded the motion.

The motion passed with nine yes votes, two no votes, and one abstention.

Kelli Gant made a motion to accept the recomnieuded flow for the Wet Year and
AlternatIve 2 for the Extremely Wet Year. Alternative 2 would have less
Impact on power generation with minor effects on ecological objectives.

Paul Hauser seconded the motion.

The motion passed with nine yes votes and one gig vote, A dissenting opinion by
David Steinhauser is attached. It does not reflect the dissenting opinion by
Darren Mlerau.

Ed Duggan made a motion that a maximum of 2*00 cubic yards of ravel be added
for Wet or Extremely Wet Water years.

Kelli Gant seconded the motion.

2 See attached TAMWG letters to TMC Chairman dared June 19, 2007, rune 16, 2008, June
16, 2009 and September 28, 2016
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TAMWG Meeting Summary & Recommendations Match 2.1, 2016

The aot1on passed with x ci votes and four no oces.

The next T4MWG meeting wjIt he June 5 and a. bikeR’ ace-ada eemr eiH F{uopa Valie::
harvest weir/restorati.onihatcherv a.tanage.ment by Dan.ny Jordan. (FTV ), safety of dams issues,
reasons for the fish declines, gravel augntentati.on and pooi. filling, cost comparison. of nobid
versus competitive bIdding, fall flew updates, and water year madeline and c;reeastii-tg.

[‘lease contact me if you have any duer-idna I ‘viii be attend::: unrain ia FMC inecung to
present this letter,

Sincerely,

]crrr t’a
Tom Stokely, Chairman
Trinity Adaptive Management Working. Group

Attachments:
1. Dissenting opinion by David Stetnhauser on motion regarding olicitanon for

Refinement of Trinity River Restoration Program.
1. TAN’fWG letters to TMC Chairman dated June 9, 2007. June 1. 2008. June 16. 2009

and September28, 2016
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